RAMADHAN AL MUBARAK
As we enter our second week of the fasting month of Ramadhan, we would like to extend the opportunity to scholars, Muslim and non-Muslim alike, to script their feelings and notion about Ramadhan and what it means to me. 
The top entry in both categories will be awarded a AUD$250 travel voucher which may be utilized on any travel services as part or full payment of a domestic or international trip courtesy of Netfare Travel.

Entries will be judged on originality, depth and articulation of argument/ reasoning. Entries should not heavily quote other sources In-Essay; however, referencing as endnotes is acceptable and encouraged. As this is a personal composition, winning entries will not be the most scholarly sound, but the degree to which a level of critical analysis is explored and composed within the essay. The essay may include a combination of scholarly, Quranic sources/ citation, personal experiences and reasoning. 

The purpose of this competition is to encourage thought, and introspection about the fasting month, and to encourage discourse about the meanings and underlying principles. 

The essays should be no more than 250 words in length, excluding endnote references, and should be written in English. 

The essay competition will open for entries from 21 August, and final submission for entries will be at 1700, Sydney time, 31 August 2010. 

Entries should be emailed as a Word document to petro@netfare.com.au prior to closing deadline. Plagiarism is not condoned, and submissions deemed to plagiarize without correct referencing will be eliminated from the competition. Each of the essays will be allocated a pseudo-number, and evaluated by a panel of four – an evaluator from Netfare Travel, the JPA student advisor, the PETRONAS student advisor, and an Ustadz. The winning entries will be announced and displayed on September 4, 2010 at 1100 via the PETRONAS and JPA website.

The essay competition is open to Malaysian students currently studying at an Australian university. The travel voucher is not transferable, or redeemable for cash, and must be redeemed within six months from the date the winning entry is announced. 

There are two categories, one for Muslim scholars, and the other for Non-Muslim scholars. When submitting your essay as a Word attachment, please include in the body of the accompanying email the following details:

· Your full name and gender

· Category – Muslim – non-Muslim

· Contact mobile and email address

· Field of study/ current semester/ University

Should you have any further queries please email petro@netfare.com.au – we wish you a blessed fasting month and eagerly await your entry.

